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METRO MAN, WOMAN INDICTED FOR STEALING 
FROM RURAL ROADSIDE MAILBOXES 

TO ASSUME IDENTITY OF OTHERS

KANSAS CITY, Mo. – Todd P. Graves, United States Attorney for the Western District
of Missouri, announced that an Independence, Mo., man and a Kansas City, Mo., woman were
indicted by a federal grand jury today for stealing from rural roadside mailboxes and using the
information they obtained to assume the identity of others and receive more than $43,000.

Darren S. Whiteside, 38, of Independence, and Laura L. Walters, 35, of Kansas City,
were charged in an eight-count indictment returned by a federal grand jury in Kansas City. 

Count One of the federal indictment alleges that Whiteside and Walters conspired to
steal United States mail for the purpose of assuming the identity of others in order to make
unauthorized financial transactions of $1,000 or more between Sept. 7, 2004, and Jan. 21, 2005.

The indictment alleges that Whiteside and Walters would steal incoming and outgoing
mail from rural road-side mailboxes for the purpose of gaining access to the personal financial
information of the victims. Whiteside and Walters allegedly used the identification information
to make computer-generated identification, such as Missouri and Kansas driver’s licenses. The
identification would contain the victims’ information with an image of the conspirator posing as
the victim. The co-conspirators would then use the identification information to access devices,
convenience checks, stolen checks and counterfeit checks to make purchases at retail
establishments. Whiteside and Walters would then return the purchased merchandise in
exchange for cash, the indictment alleges. Whiteside and Walters made such purchases on more
than 50 separate occasions, the indictment alleges, to receive things of value exceeding a total of
$43,000. 

Count Two of the federal indictment alleges a specific instance in which Walters stole
mail from a mailbox on East 97  Terrace in Kansas City between Sept. 7 and 8, 2004. th



Count Three of the federal indictment alleges another specific instance in which
Whiteside and Walters stole mail from a mailbox on South Crenshaw Road in Independence. 

Count Four of the federal indictment alleges that Whiteside and Walters possessed one
or more means of identification belonging to another person between Nov. 12 and Dec. 7, 2004. 

Count Five of the federal indictment alleges a specific instance in which Whiteside and
Walters committed credit card fraud in an amount exceeding $1,000 between Nov. 19 and 24,
2004. 

Counts Six and Seven of the federal indictment alleges that Whiteside was an unlawful
user of methamphetamine in possession of a Colt .22-caliber semi-automatic pistol and a Rino
Galesi .22-caliber semi-automatic pistol on Dec. 7, 2004. Under federal law, Graves explained, it
is illegal for any user or addict of a controlled substance to be in possession of any firearm or
ammunition. 

Count Eight of the federal indictment is a forfeiture count, which would require
Whiteside and Walters to forfeit any property used to commit the offenses in Counts One
through Seven, including: 

* a Sony VAIO laptop computer; 
* a Compaq Presario laptop computer; 
* a Hewlett-Packard laptop computer; 
* a Hewlett-Packard Pavillion laptop computer; 
* a 512MB Lexar jump drive; and 
* a 256MB Lexar jump drive. 

This case is being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney John E. Cowles. The case was
investigated by the Independence, Mo., Police Department, the United States Secret Service and
the United States Postal Inspection Service.

Graves cautioned that the charges contained in the indictment are simply accusations, and
not evidence of guilt. Evidence supporting the charges must be presented to a federal trial jury,
whose duty is to determine guilt or innocence.
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